APICS Mailing Lists (Listservs) - A list server (often called a listserv) is a server that hosts Internet mailing lists.  The APICS Lists are a forum for industry professionals to network and discuss issues with others in their fields electronically via e-mail. Listed below are the various APICS Lists and examples of the topics they discuss:
How do they operate?

You subscribe to a list and begin receiving all messages released from it. You can respond to any message by sending your own reply either to the author (for private response) or to the list. Like web-based forums and chat rooms, list servers allow you to contact a large number of people. Unlike these media, however, list servers send posts to you and our server archives messages so that you may review old posts for answers.

Are all lists the same?

No, the APICS server supports two basic types of lists – announcement lists and discussion lists. Announcement lists are for outbound news only.  Discussion lists allow members to read and post messages to the list. Most of the APICS lists also archive messages. (saved for future references)

What lists does Society provide?

The following announcement list is available to the public free of charge:

WhatsNew – Bi-monthly report of developments at the APICS web site, list server, and other services.

The following discussion lists are available to the public “free of charge"
EPADSIG 
Engineered Products, Aerospace, and Defense SIG (formerly CISIG)

CMSIG 
Constraint Management SIG

PISIG 

Process Industries SIG

LEANSIG
Lean Manufacturing SIG
REMANSIG 
Remanufacturing SIG

SMSIG 
Small Manufacturing SIG

SVCSIG 
Services SIG

TASIG 
Textile and Apparel SIG

CIRM 

Certified in Integrated Resource Management discussion

CPIM 

Certified in Production and Inventory Management discussion
Joining a list

To send a message to join-<listname>@lists.apics.org

EXAMPLE: join-CPIM@lists.apics.org

(This would mean that you are joining the CPIM List)

(Note: Listnames are indicated in Bold Dark letters above)

(Note: When you submit the annual Chapter Roster to Society, you can indicate there that you want to be added to the Presidents’ ListServ, a highly recommended action).

Sending mail to the list

To send a message to all list members, send mail to

<listname>@lists.apics.org

(Note: Listnames are indicated in Bold letters above, as are descriptions)

Leaving the list

To stop receiving messages from this list, you have several options.

1. If, in any of the emails you receive from the list, you have the option to "[ Double-click this line for list subscription options ]", double-click, follow the simple directions and you may easily cancel your subscription.

2. The footer of every message contains information on how to leave.  Double-click on the "To unsubscribe send a blank email to leave-<listname>@lists.apics.org" link.

3.  Forward any email received from your list to unsubscribe-<listname>@lists.apics.org, or

<listname>-unsubscribe@lists.apics.org In addition, sending mail to purge@lists.apics.org       will unsubscribe you from any mailing lists you are on.  (Note: Listnames are indicated in Bold letters above, as are descriptions

Altering the Content You Receive

A.  (As for your Membership to the List)

Currently there are four options you can set for your mail.

1. mail.....Receive mail as it is contributed.

2. digest...Receive daily digest with all the messages of the day.

3.  index....Receive daily index of the subject lines of the messages of

the day.

4. nomail...Receive no mail, without unsubscribing yourself.

To change these settings; send an email message to the APICS server at

lyris@lists.apics.org with the command: set mylistname <command>

For example: set mylistname digest

B.  OR:Send email to:<Command>-mylistname@lists.apics.org

--or--

C.  mylistname-<Command>@lists.apics.org.  Please replace <command> with one

of the options above To change your email address, use the email=option

The syntax for this command is: set listname email=[new-email-address]

Searchable Archives

If you are a member of a mailing list, you can search past messages of

the mailing list, and the messages that match your search specification,

will be sent back to you via email. Send an email message to the APICS List

Server Address (lyris@lists.apics.org), with the following command in

the body of the message: search listname [search words] …Lyris will

search for messages which contain any of the given search words. If

multiple messages match your search, the search results will be

organized so that the messages that matched more of your search terms

appear at the top, and messages with equivalent search scores are 

organized with the newest messages first. Should you still have any

problems or questions, please email ListAdmin@lists.apics.org who will

be happy to help.
Tips and Hints

Some mailing lists have low rates of traffic, others can flood your

mailbox with several hundred mail messages per day. Numerous incoming

messages from various listservers or mailing lists by multiple users,

requires extensive system processing which can tie up valuable reso

urces. Subscription to Interest Groups or Discussion Lists should be

kept to a minimum and should not exceed what your disk quota can handle,

or you for that matter.

· When you join a list, monitor the messages for a few days to get a feel

for what common questions are asked, and what topics are deemed

off-limits. This is commonly referred to as lurking. When you feel

comfortable with the group, then start posting.

· See if there is a FAQ section called (Frequently Asked Questions) for a group that you

are interested in joining. Veteran members get annoyed when they see the

same questions every few weeks, or at the start of each semester.

· Follow any and all guidelines that the listowner has posted; the

listowner establishes the local "netiquette" standards for her/his list.

· Keep in mind that some discussion lists or Usenet groups have members

from many countries.

· Don't assume that all members will understand a reference to TV, movies, pop

culture, or current events in your country. If you must use the

reference, please explain it.

· Don't assume that all members understand geographical references that are local

or national.

· Don't join a list just to post inflammatory messages - this upsets most

system administrators and you could lose access to the net ("mail

bombing").

· Keep your questions and comments relevant to the focus of the discussion

group.

· If another person posts a comment or question that is off the subject,

do NOT reply to the list and keep the off- subject conversation going

publicly.

· When someone posts an off-subject note, and someone else criticizes that

posting, you should NOT submit a gratuitous note saying "well, I liked

it and lots of people probably did as well and you guys ought to lighten

up and not tell us to stick to the subject".

· When going away for more than a week, unsubscribe or suspend mail from

any mailing lists or LISTSERV services.

· If you can respond to someone else's question, do so through email.

Twenty people answering the same question on a large list can fill your

mailbox (and those of everyone else on the list) quickly.

· When quoting another person, edit out whatever isn't directly applicable

to your reply. Don't let your mailing or Usenet software automatically

quote the entire body of messages you are replying to when it's not

necessary. Take the time to edit any quotations down to the minimum

necessary to provide context for your reply. Nobody likes reading a long

message in quotes for the third or fourth time, only to be followed by a

one line response: "Yeah, me too."

· Use discretion when forwarding a long mail message to group addresses or

distribution lists. It's preferable to reference the source of a

document and provide instructions on how to obtain a copy. If you must

post a long message, warn the readers with a statement at the top of the

mail message. Example: WARNING: LONG MESSAGE

· If you crosspost messages to multiple groups, include the name of the

groups at the top of the mail message with an apology for any

duplication.

· Resist the temptation to "flame" others on the list. Remember that these

discussions are "public" and meant for constructive exchanges. Treat the

others on the list as you would want them to treat you.

· When posting a question to the discussion group, request that responses

be directed to you personally. Post a summary or answer to your question

to the group.

· When replying to a message posted to a discussion group, check the

address to be certain it's going to the intended location (person or

group). It can be very embarrassing if they reply incorrectly and post a

personal message to the entire discussion group that was intended for an

individual.

· When signing up for a group it is important to save your subscription

confirmation letter for reference. That way if you go on vacation you

will have the subscription address for suspending mail.

· Use your own personal Email account, don't subscribe using a shared

office account.

· Occasionally subscribers to the list who are not familiar with proper

netiquette will submit requests to SUBSCRIBE or UNSUBSCRIBE directly to

the list itself. Be tolerant of this activity, and possibly provide some

useful advice as opposed to being critical.

· Other people on the list are not interested in your desire to be added

or deleted. Any requests regarding administrative tasks such as being

added or removed from a list should be made to the appropriate area, not

the list itself. Mail for these types of requests should be sent to the

following respectively:
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