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What is APICS?

(The 10 or 30 second elevator speech)


Good job and thanks for participating in the Region 7 & 10 Elevator speech contest from the July, 2005 Presidents’ Meeting with Region 7 and 10.  Page 3 was added on at the August, 2008 District meeting in Las Vegas on more topics than just “What is APICS?”. In retrospect – some ways to use this: 

Have a brainstorming session with your BOD

Have a contest with your members (or in your region)

Remember that we don’t want to make them sorry they asked! ( It should be simple, easy for ANYONE to understand, and we should end up with a question that involves them like….What do YOU do, why are you here, etc…

Results from July 2005 Presidents’ Meeting “Elevator Speeches”:

· The Association for Operations Management: We believe that no company will progress faster than the learning rate of its employees.  APICS offers a comprehensive professional development program in Supply Chain Management, Operations management, and Resource Management through seminars, workshops and other educational opportunities.

· We are the Association for Operations Management. We offer a body of knowledge that can create opportunities for any organization to improve their processes.  If you are interested in interacting with business professionals, then this is the place to be.

· APICS is a professional organization empowering individuals through continued knowledge, (be it educational courses, seminars, tours, meetings) so they may empower their companies, like yours, from different industries to be successful in operations management, thereby advancing productivity and innovation for your competitive success.

· In the chaos of today’s business we all feel the frustration of constant fire fighting.  APICS is an association of operations management professions that propagate best practices across industries.  These professionals come from a multitude of professional disciplines that hold P & L responsibilities.  This Body of Knowledge smoothes out operations and increases bottom line profits.

· Association for Operations Management – international premier provider of operations and supply chain management education and certification.

· APICS is the Association for Operations Management – an organization of operation professionals committed to lifelong education with a focus on contributing to making leaders in businesses more competitive and successful in their local communities.

· APICS – an International association for operations management that has about 40,000 members.  It’s a professional society whose mission is improving a company’s bottom line, primarily through education.

· APICS makes businesses run better.  We do this by teaching new people entering the business, important basics associated with the manufacturing process, and fine tune the skills of those who are already associated with the industry to help them contribute to their firms and advance their level of value.

· We’re a group of volunteers who provide Supply Chain Management education.  Our education will help you get the goods and services you need to make your business run better.

· APICS – the Association for Operations Management, dedicated to providing education and training to the manufacturing community by providing world-recognized certificate programs.

· APICS is a professional organization – the Association for Operations Management.  We offer great education and training leading to certifications recognized worldwide.  It has enabled me to take that knowledge and apply it on my job.  Here’s my card – do you have one?  I’d like to contact you with more information.

· We are an organization of Supply Chain professionals.  Accountants try to explain the past.  We teach people to plan the future.  We train and certify them in Logistics and Production Planning and Execution.

Results from suggestions from the Feb. 12th, 2005 Regional Meeting in San Diego. Listed below (in no particular order) are the results. Have fun with this & hope you get some ideas to use in your chapter!  

· APICS stands for Achieving Productivity, Innovation and Competitive Success and we are an international association of 75,000 professionals providing education and training in the field of operations management. We test and certify practitioners in our field, the way accountants are certified as CPA’s

· APICS “helps businesses run better” by preparing people in the manufacturing and services industries to apply the principals of production control, inventory control and financial management that make a difference in a company’s bottom line profits.

· APICS is a professional organization for operations managers that are involved in manufacturing and supply chain management.

· Internationally recognized association of operations management that provides professionals with education and certifications. (Here’s my business card and the name of our chapter and association websites.)

· APICS is an international professional association devoted to advancing productivity, innovation and competitive success. We do this through classes, seminars, PDMS, and tours. We are a network of professionals who can and will help each other.

· Professional organization that provides the body of knowledge for operations management.

· APICS is an international professional association that provides education, training and networking opportunities in and with those in the field of operation management.

· We’re the Association for Operations Management. It’s a professional organization addressing the resource needs of the business community through education, training and the development of our members.

· APICS – the Association for Operations Managers, acronym for Advancing Productivity, Innovation and Competitive success. Operations management’s goals are to provide operations managers education to companies and employees in our service area. In essence, we help good organizations become great!

· It is the Association for Operations Management.  We are a volunteer run educational association advancing productivity, innovation and competitive success in all business, not limited to just manufacturing and service industries.  We provide classroom instruction and formal testing opportunities that lead operations professionals toward internationally recognized and certified levels of knowledge as production and resource managers.  We have 50k members worldwide with 250 local chapters holding monthly professional development meetings which offer an outstanding forum for networking and information exchange.  We make business run better.  
Additional results from the Aug. 2008 District meeting in Las Vegas on Chapter Sales 101 and Lunch exercise where there was a choice of topics about which to write an elevator speech.  Each table provided a speech which is shown below:

· What is APICS?  The premier source for manufacturing education.  We offer inexpensive classes covering the complete supply chain and we can give your Operations staff a comprehensive grounding in Planning, Inventory Control, Quality, Purchasing and Lean Manufacturing using the fundamental principles that have proved so beneficial to industry when understood and executed successfully.

· What is APICS International Conference?  We’re all going global!  Where can you go to educate yourself on the latest technology and information trends and best practices, network with your peers in operations management from around the world and have a great steak dinner on the company?  The APICS International Conference in Kansas City, Missouri, has it all!!  Have you signed up yet?  Your competitors have!!

· What is CPIM?  APICS is the Association of Operations Management.  One of our certification programs is the CPIM, Certified in Production and Inventory Management.  This program is for both somebody new to operations management or somebody who is already an operation professional and is dedicated to changing the face of operations.  It builds a solid foundation of best practices and common language.  The 5 module certification program concentrates on the core competencies of operations management.  People who obtain the APICS CPIM Certificate will have a direct impact on the bottom line by helping to improve overall operations efficiency.

· What is Individual Membership?  A membership that allows you to receive your own personal mailing and discounts from your own chapter and the national association.  It is the key to a better paying job.

· Why become an Individual Member? APICS opens the doors to a world of educational resource, certification and practical tools for you to improve your business’ operating performance.  Considering the personal and professional benefits of APICS membership including the opportunity for career advancement, why would you NOT want to become a member?

· What is LEAN? Lean is a poor word for a powerful set of enabling tools for reducing waste in manufacturing and/or service industries.  Its Genesis is with the Toyota Production System and Henry Ford’s principles.  Apply the system aspects of Lean and the philosophical cultural elements can create a sustaining journey for excellence.

· What is a PDM? Our chapter schedules a Professional Development Meeting that meets every third Wednesday of the month.  Its focus is designed to offer our members the ability to network with other members in different industries.  We also allow the members to learn about different education aspects we offer including CPIM and CSCP Certification classes.  They can learn more about the chapter activities, including plant tours, other meetings, golf tournaments.  We also recognize other board members, new certified members and new members to the organization.
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